TEACHING TIPS
Compiled by Jack Kotovsky and Ben Goss

General
Be prepared
Facilitate students' learning

Define your job to the students

Don’t pretend you know what you don’t

HAVE FUN!

Learn names

Check equipment well before lecture/lab (computers, software, hardware...)

Don’t rally students against professor

Lack of interaction is bad for you...get to know students’ difficulties

Sit in on the lecture for your class 

Sit in on other TA’s discussions

Don’t date students

Remember you are an authority figure to students

Remember students may have difficulties speaking in front of their peers

Look out for the troubled student; counseling and support services are available

Students like test reviews

Presenting Tips
Give the BIG PICTURE

Tell ‘em what you are going to tell ‘em, tell ‘em, tell ‘em what you told ‘em

Show up early, start on time, finish on time, stay late

For questions that could not be answered in class, bring answers to next class

While presenting, give the problem first (to motivate) and the answer second

Gear presentations to the average member of the class (not the best or worst student)

Eye contact

Watch um, like, ums...

Don’t hold a conversation with an individual  student during class

Anecdotes/real world examples are always welcome

Prioritize class time activities (what must be done, what to do with extra time)

Enunciate!

Encourage interaction between students/group work where appropriate

Get all students thinking about a common problem (example) to promote discussion 

Don’t ‘steamroll’ students with info

Remember it may not be ‘intuitively obvious’ to everyone

Ask for lecture notes from prof when asked to substitute teach

Visual Presentation
Don’t cross lines on the blackboard (if you plan to, draw outline of page first)

Don’t talk to chalk board

Look at your blackboard after class (from the back of the room)...can you read/follow presentation?

Remember students can not erase notes as easily as you can erase the 
blackboard

Read aloud what you are writing on the blackboard as you write it (students don’t have to look up)

Put boxes around important stuff

Feedback
Listen!

Midterm evaluations

mini quizzes

TRC video service

Meet other TA’s and regularly discuss classroom experiences 

Encourage feedback (anonymous messages)

Ask students what they think about the course during the course

Ask students to let you know if you are speaking too fast or can not be understood (acknowledge your accent if you have one)

Don't threaten questions; encourage

Assure students are following presentations by regularly asking questions and providing opportunity for them to provide feedback

Grading
Be Fair.

Be able to explain grading policy/breakdown and fairness

Have a clear grading policy (before assignments are due!)

Grade one problem at a time (across all papers)

Give positive credit (+9/10) instead of taking points off (-1)

If you suspect a student has altered a paper before asking for a regrade; make a copy of future papers before returning them

Get in touch with students who are falling behind in class or do very poorly on exams (tutoring is available)

Dropping lowest grade solves many problems

Office Hours
Hold office hours a day or two before HW due

Hold extra office hours before exams/big projects etc.

Don't hold office hours at 8am

Work problems in advance

